
■ William Cousins~VP/GM Whitetail Institute

f you’re going to spend the money and 
time to plant a food plot, I strongly 
recommend that you plant a premi-

um-quality coated seed. The benefits are 
undeniable. 

The amount of inaccurate information 
about seed coating is maddening. I want to 
take a few minutes to explain the impor-
tance of seed coating — short and factual.

Seed coating is an innovative process 
that adheres materials onto the surface of 
seeds for the sole purpose of protecting 
seeds from biotic stress and greatly im-
proving seedling survivability. Coating re-
duces the number of seeds per pound, but 
it ultimately ensures that more seeds ger-
minate, grow and create a uniform stand. 
Simply, more plants survive. In the world 
of conventional agriculture, coated seed 
for small-seed forages is the standard. 

What’s in Whitetail Institute’s seed coating:
RainBond: This is a water absorbing 

material to ensure moisture next to the 

seedling roots, providing insurance if 
follow-up rain is scarce. This polymer 
holds 200 times its weight in water.

Concentrated biological rhizobium 
bacteria: Legumes need this rhizome to 
fix nitrogen from the air and flourish. 
Legume plants exist in a symbiotic rela-
tionship with soil bacteria. Rhizobacte-
ria are naturally present in soil but often 
at insufficient quantities to maximize 
nitrogen fixation. 

Fungicide, for crops such as alfalfa 
that require this additional protection. 

Color coating to assist with visual 
monitoring of spread seed: There have 
been many university studies conducted 
on this topic. Below is one from Univer-
sity of Kentucky, showing a 42.95 per-
cent increase in coated seedling emer-
gence six weeks after planting and a 
44.07 percent increase in plant survival 
after five to six months. 

— William

UPGRADE YOUR FOOD PLOT WITH PREMIUM COATED SEEDS

14 locations in Alabama, Kentucky and Tennessee, 
1993-2000. * Average seeding rate, uncoated 18.4 lb. /A, 
Rhizo-Kote XL 18.5 lb. /A. 200,000 seed per pound. ** 
280 measurements per treatment. Burns, et al., 2002

T A B L E  1
Establishment of coated versus uncoated 

pre-inoculated alfalfa seed six weeks after seeding. 
       Uncoated Coated Seed

Number of seed planted per sq. ft. 84.5 56.1

Number of seedlings per sq. ft. 35.4 33.6

Percent emergence of seed planted 41.9 59.9

T A B L E  2
Establishment of coated versus uncoated  

pre-inoculated alfalfa seed five to six  
months after seeding. 

       Uncoated Coated Seed

Number of seed planted per sq. ft. 84.5 56.1

Number of seedlings per sq. ft.** 27.8 26.6

Percent emergence of seed planted 32.9 47.4

The 2024 LIFT is lightweight and heavy hitting. At sub-4 pounds, this next generation of Mathews 

hunting bows delivers speeds up to 348 FPS while remaining deadly quiet. The Lift features the new 

SwitchWeight X Cam, reimagined RPD limbs and a new top axle system for maximum efficiency. 

Everything put into the 2024 LIFT is made to deliver a higher standard of bowhunting - we guarantee it.

Available in 29.5 & 33" ATA.

mathewsinc.com
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